Crowd Control Chemicals
Tear Gas, Pepper Spray

Crowd control chemicals are designed to irritate the body. They are mainly used by the
military and police to quickly break up large crowds. These chemicals specifically target
skin and mucous membranes—the sensitive linings of your eyes, nose, throat, and lungs.

What to do if you’re exposed

E) Get to fresh air

. Move away from the area

. These chemicals settle in low areas, so head for
high ground

Rinse your eyes
« Wash your hands with soap

. Remove contact lenses and throw them away

. Rinse your eyes with plain water for 10 to 15
minutes. Don't use milk, baby shampoo, or other
substances.

. Don’t rub, as this can make your symptoms
worse and increase your risk of eye injury

Remove contaminated clothes
' « Cut off or unbutton shirts instead of
pulling them over your head, which can
re-expose your eyes, nose, and mouth

Wash your body

.Q‘ . Use a lot of soap and water to wash
your skin
« When washing your hair, lean your head far
backward to avoid re-exposing yourself with the
dirty water

Call for help
. Call 911 if someone is unconscious
or having difficulty breathing

. If you have asthma, use your inhaler, then call
911 for any breathing difficulties.

. For other symptoms, contact Washington
Poison Center for help.

Common chemicals
Tear gases:
« CN (chloroacetophenone)
« CS (chlorobenzylidenemalononitrile)

Pepper spray: OC (oleoresin capsicum)
When these chemicals are released as
powders (CN, CS) or liquids (OC), they
form a dense cloud. Because they are
"heavy," the cloud stays close to the
ground and can settle in high
concentrations in low-lying areas.

Symptoms

Symptoms start within seconds:

. Burning, watering eyes « Runny nose
. Nausea and vomiting . Drooling

« Rash . Cough

If the "cloud" is concentrated or if a
person already has health problems (like
asthma or being a smoker), they may
experience more serious symptoms:

« Wheezing

« Difficulty breathing

« Chest tightness

. Lung damage

« Chemical burns on skin, throat, or lungs
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