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VETERINARY ANTICOAGULANT RODENTICIDES

1. Purpese

The purpose of this guideline is to clarify and standardize treatment recommendations for
veterinary long-acting anticoagulant rodenticide ingestions. Potentially expensive and lengthy
vitamin K; treatment may not be needed with successful decontamination of a known amount of a
known rodenticide, provided adequate lab work and observation are accessible.

IL Background

Despite the relative safety in humans with a single acute exposure to these long-acting
anticoagulants, dogs and cats seem to be at an increased risk for bleeding after exposure. It is
unknown whether this is due to specific differences in their physiology, or that repeated exposures
are mistaken as a single acute exposure. Immediate decontamination, followed by aggressive
management with vitamin K; and plasma/blood transfusions, is frequently required to
prevent potentially fatal poisoning.

III.  Procedure
A) Decontamination (see Management of Veterinary Exposures Guideline)

Always decontaminate (emesis, or activated charcoal and/or cathartic), even if the animal is
already bleeding. If you continue to see green stools or green vomit, it may indicate that
this is a repeat exposure'. All long-acting anticoagulant rodenticide exposures should be
referred to the veterinarian for follow-up and vitamin K as needed.

B) Signs of Exposure

1) Signs can appear as carly as 1-3 days after exposure, or as late as 3-5 days after
exposure. However, abnormal prolongation of clotting times will occur prior to the
onset of signs. In very rare cases, signs such as epistaxis can occur with
brodifacoum as early as 12 hours post-exposure’.

2) Signs can include anorexia, bleeding from gums, epistaxis, bloody/green stools,
green vomit, lethargy, pale mucous membranes, swollen limbs, hematuria, lower
abdominal edema, pulmonary congestion, harsh or labored breath sounds, cough,
and fever — affected patients can bleed anywhere.
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